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Have you ever noticed how our Good Shepherd shows up at 
times we least expect? He never sleeps. He’s never weary. And 
He’s always working, stirring hearts, orchestrating moments – if 
we watch for them – where His hand is moving and His pres-
ence is clear. 

Recently, my husband and I were privileged to cruise the west-
ern coast of Central America, through the Panama Canal, and 
alongside the northern coastline of South America. Passing 
Haiti, Cuba, and the Bahamas, through one night of gale-force 
winds, and docking in Florida, we expected our time to be one of 
much-needed relaxation and enjoyment of each other, spend-
ing time reading, walking the decks, meeting new people, and 
taking each moment as it comes. No plan. No schedule. 

What we did not expect was what would happen on the dock 
in Costa Rica. 

At the end of a typical day ashore, we headed back to the boat. 
Just as we passed through security at the land end of the dock, 
we noticed a woman we’d met earlier in our trip not far behind 
us. Pausing to allow us to walk the rest of the way together, we 
motioned for the passenger tram to move on without us. 

As she came closer, we shouted a “Hi, Shelly! How was your 
day?” her way. She greeted us with her trademark genuine 
smile, and said, “Oh, Doug and Holly, I would love to introduce 
you to my new friend.” Within moments, we’d met John. 

Niceties and the typical passenger-to-passenger questions 
were exchanged: How was your day ashore? Are you enjoying 
your trip? Do you cruise often? And, of course, the expected:  
Where are you from?  

In must moments, we realized there may be a connection with 
John we could not have predicted. A sweet and pleasant mo-
ment between believers of Jesus, followers of the Good, Great, 
and Chief Shepherd. Then, a bonus. Not only were we kindred 
spirits, brothers and sisters in Christ, but we had mutual friends. 
The gifted daughter of a couple whom we love and treasure, 
and a woman who deeply appreciates the shepherd leader-
ship message and with whom we connect with often praying 
together for each other and our country.  

It was a sweet, unforeseen moment of encouragement, a re-
minder of how the Great Orchestrator brings His sheep togeth-
er at the most unexpected times in the most unanticipated 
ways, for His purpose and His glory. I felt like the Father, Him-
self, had reached down and whispered, “Turn around. Shelly’s 
behind you. Don’t hurry ahead. Wait here. I have a surprise for 
you.” 

When I think of all this, I fall to my knees and pray to the 
Father, the Creator of everything in heaven and on earth.
I pray that from his glorious, unlimited resources he will 

empower you with inner strength through his Spirit.
Then Christ will make his home in your hearts as you trust 
in him. Your roots will grow down into God’s love and keep 
you strong.  And may you have the power to understand, as 
all God’s people should, how wide, how long, how high, and 
how deep his love is. May you experience the love of Christ, 
though it is too great to understand fully. Then you will be 

made complete with all the fullness of life and power
that comes from God. 

Ephesians 3:14-19 

I’m not sure all that Paul had in mind in this prayer for the be-
lievers in Ephesus, but I know that in this moment – on a dock 
in Costa Rica – his prayer perfectly described what the expe-
rience did for me. This sheep felt the glorious, unlimited re-
sources of the Father empower me with a remarkable inner 
strength and confidence for whatever is ahead. It deepened 
my roots in His strength, giving me the power needed to un-
derstand just a bit of how much He loves me, knows who I am 
– wherever I am – and that I will be made complete with all 
the fullness of life and power that comes only from Him. The 
life and power needed to shepherd well the sheep He places 
in my path. 

May you see the Father at work in your life today.
Watch for it. He loves you that much.
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Youth For Christ International East Africa “Board Governance 
and Leadership Conference”
Praise for the participation and outcome of the YFCI East Africa “Board Governance and Leadership Con-
ference” in Rwanda. Leaders from Rwanda, Kenya, Uganda, Burundi, South Sudan, Ethiopia, Tanzania, and 
Democratic Republic of Congo all expressed their encouragement by and support of the shepherd lead-
ership message, as well as their desire to multiply the message in their home countries. It was remarkable!

“I learned so much about shepherd leadership....I 
was convicted by how much I had a tendency 
to approach leadership from an academic and 
self-development perspective, often omitting the 
centrality of spiritual leadership from Scripture. 
It’s all in the Bible.” ~Conference Participant
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The YFCI East Africa “Board Governance and Leadership Confer-
ence” in Rwanda, where eight YFC nations receive the surprise 
that Presence Point would send them home with materials that 
would enable them to multiply the shepherd leadership mes-
sage in their own countries -- and often in their mother tongue.  
A blessing far beyond their expectations! Materials for 50 to 100 
participants in each county were disseminated in four languages. 
Please pray with us that these seeds will be watered, nurtured, 
and developed and that the shepherd leadership will resonate 
throughout East Africa.

Multiplying the Shepherding Message

Un Jour Nouveau/Africa New Day, one of the As-
sembly of God churches in Goma, Democratic Re-
public of Congo, facilitated a “Leadership from the 
Shepherd’s Perspective” workshop for 112 leaders in 
December. The leader noted that “it was great with 
so many testimonies and decisions to fix the way 
they were leading”.

YFCI and Africa New Day Hold Workshops in DRC and Uganda, 
Training Over 150 New Shepherd Leaders!

Christian Leadership Alliance

With the desire for leaders to become more Christ-like in all areas 
of leadership, the Christian Leadership Alliance kicked off 2022 
with a year of learning through their Global Leadership Communi-
ty. They began the journey on December 1, 2021 with Volume 1 of 
the 30-Day Shepherd Leadership Challenge and started the new 
calendar year with a 12-week journey through the “Leadership 
from the Shepherd’s Perspective” workshop.
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New Presence Point 
Website Launched

In January 2022, Presence Point launched a new website with 
the goals of engaging new shepherd leaders and multiply-
ing the shepherding message. Through the website, lead-
ers around the world have the opportunity to learn to shep-
herd well and have access to resources to support them in 
their leadership journey, Shepherd-in-Action interviews, and 
blog/vlog posts.  It’s a privilege to serve in this way, and we’re 
excited to see the new opportunities the site will bring.

Our Mission
Presence Point equips leaders to 
intentionally live into their calling

as shepherds in the lives of those they lead, 
and partners with multipliers

to do the same within their sphere of influence.
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