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I’m intrigued by Simon Peter. Maybe it’s because I can relate to him – he rushed
ahead when he should have waited, he slept when he should have prayed, and he
talked when he should have listened. But I’d like to think that it’s because of his

deep desire to follow our Lord, despite his famous, repeated denial of Jesus.
Whatever the reason, I recently found myself compelled to explore his letters.

Peter wrote what we now know in Scripture as 1 and 2 Peter. 
 

These epistles are where we experience an apostle who has matured past
impetuousness to devout allegiance to the Father, and he is a man determined to

compel others to do the same. 
 

I started out of order, for some reason, and landed first in Peter’s second epistle.
Written to Christ followers in an environment where false teaching was on the
rise and moral carelessness was starting to take hold, Peter emphasizes a true

knowledge of God...
 

"By his divine power, God has given us everything we need for living a godly life.
We have received all of this by coming to know him, the one who called us to
himself by means of his marvelous glory and excellence. And because of his

glory and excellence, he has given us great and precious promises. 
These are the promises that enable you to share his divine nature and escape

the world’s corruption caused by human desires."
2 Peter 1:3-4
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He then reminds his readers of the Divine power to which they have access, his
eyewitness account of Christ’s majesty, and the assurance that God’s Word is in

fact Divinely inspired. He moves forward by striking a righteous blow at
counterfeit teachers in the church by warning believers to be on guard against

these internal threats. Peter closes his letter with the importance of
remembering... remembering the words of holy prophets of old, the

commandments of our Lord through His apostles, the caution of scoffers in the
last days, the gift of our Lord’s patience, and the importance of growing in the

grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.
 

Peter had become a shepherd!
 

Years earlier, he had turned from fisherman to disciple. Now he had deepened
that role to under-shepherd of the body of Christ – providing words of

exhortation and warning, demonstrating the need to protect the sheep in our
lives, and illustrating the power of presence.

 
I pray that you’ll join me as I journey through 2 Peter in the weeks ahead through

Presence Point’s Live into Your Calling video blog series.
 

May you shepherd well the sheep entrusted to your care,
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PASTORS CONFERENCE IN NIGERIA
The Presence Point team hit the ground running this winter in Lagos, Nigeria, as we facilitated a
Pastors’ and Ministry Leaders’ Conference for the newest Presence Point partners, the Africa Centre
for Theological Studies. 

Originally expecting 120 participants, the number ultimately increased to 170, requiring the last-
minute printing of additional materials! The two-day conference was filled with the kind of moments
only God can orchestrate, including 45 of the attendees volunteering to attend a third day of training
to multiply the shepherd leadership message. The Acting Provost of the Seminary said this, “I have
my Ph.D., and I have been to many seminary classes, but all the leadership models discussed were
secular. This model is directly from Scripture, and I am compelled to share it and multiply the
message.”

They have now included the full online, on-demand workshop in their online training offerings, with
access for pastors who shepherd 5,000+ individuals in their country. Please keep Presence Point and
the Africa Centre for Theological Studies in your prayers as we continue to grow our partnership to
potentially reach hundreds of thousands of people across Africa.

https://acts.edu.ng/


In November 2022, Holly and 22 other female leaders of Christian ministries around the
country gathered in Black Mountain, North Carolina. It was a meaningful time to encourage
each other, refuel, be their authentic selves, and prepare for 2023. We’re grateful to Tami
Heim, CEO of Christian Leadership Alliance, who organized our time together.

CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP 
ALLIANCE RETREAT

THE PRESENCE POINT TEAM 
CONTINUES TO GROW! 
So many of you have been praying with us as we have been

taking steps to expand the Presence Point team in order to

steward the shepherd leadership message across the nations.

After much prayer and consideration, we are thrilled to

announce that Jackie Weber has taken on the role of 

Vice President of Partner Relationships 

and Content Development. 

Jackie comes to us from Medford, Oregon but originally hails from Southern Indiana. As her title

suggests, Jackie’s top priorities will be to provide ongoing support to our partner multipliers – such

as through our newly forming global prayer call (stay tuned!) – and to create additional shepherd

leadership publications like 30-Day Challenges, Bible studies, and devotionals. Prior to joining our

team, Jackie honed her leadership and writing skills in non-profit healthcare, Christian higher

education, and church women’s ministry. 

She is graciously and patiently supported by her husband of 28 years, Stefan, and by their two

grown children, who have ministries and growing families of their own. Oh, and we mustn’t forget

her biggest fan and most loyal coworker, Cooper the yellow lab. We’re praising God for His

provision in Jackie and for the partners that helped make a Presence Point VP a reality! 

Please say hello at jackie@presencepoint.com.

mailto:jackie@presencepoint.com


We’ve had another opportunity to speak on the leadership model of the shepherd. The
beneficiaries are leaders of groups of young partners from a sister organization. It was

a blessing because the message got through. Other opportunities are available. God
helping us, we will get there.”

— YFC Leader, Democratic Republic of Congo

WATCHING GOD WORK
The quote above is from a multiplication workshop held by Youth for Christ

International staff in December in the Democratic Republic of Congo. An American

Heritage Girls Troop in Northern California held a multiplication workshop, as well.

God is truly expanding the reach and influence of Presence Point, and we are grateful

to steward the message. 

We have great news on the translation front as a foundation has preliminarily

approved the funding to translate the workshop materials and Facilitator’s Guide into

the three most-spoken languages in India. Although the timing is still up in the air, this

is a huge answer to prayer!

In December, we submitted a devotion for the American Heritage Girls 2023/2024

Devotional, feeling the girls would relate well to it, and they loved it. It is always an

honor to encourage the lives of the next generation of shepherd leaders!

Lastly, we wanted to share some incredible statistics with you. The Global Digital

Experience hosted by our partner, Christian Leadership Alliance, launched in late

2022. The workshop was available to over 900 people in 78 countries. When ranked by

sitewide content, Presence Point took 4 of the top 10 spots for the most-viewed

content! Only God!

March 2023 — A workshop for two Youth for Christ chapters (the Northern Plains
Chapter based in North Dakota and the West Central Minnesota Chapter based in
Minnesota) to be held at Lake Beauty Bible Camp in Long Prairie, Minnesota; and
the facilitation of a Shepherd Leadership Breakout Session for the CLA Outcomes
Conference to be held in Chicago, Illinois

April 2023 — Potential facilitation of a Shepherd Leadership Conference for 27 YFC
International staff members from eight southern African countries in
Johannesburg, South Africa

October 2023 — Attendance at the YFC International General Assembly in the
Netherlands

UPCOMING


